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Dear Fzrrow-CrT12zNS, 


HE abounding of vice and immo- 


a, notwithſtanding the vigo- | 
1398 N WD rous endeavours of a number of 


IN) WViękenerous ſouls, affociated for put- 
a2 X23 ting our excellent laws in execu- 
1 tion, by the moſt legal, and pru- 
dent methods, is juſtly lamented by good men 
of all Perſuaſions. Bleed be God ſome ſUur- 
ce/5 they have; but how ſmall, to what might 
be expected in fo righteous a cauſe ! Muſt not 
this put 2 /erious mind on the enquiry, whence 
it comes about? And can it be reſglbred into 
En 7 ID any 


(4). 


any cauſe more evident than this, the neglect 
of Jamily worſpip? God is forgotten in our 
amilies! 


m He is ſhut out of our houſes! Of 
how many 1s that character moſt juſt, they live 
as without God in the World ? As if he ſtood in 


no Relation to them, nor expected any regard 


from them! As if /elf-/ufficient and unaccount- 


able ! That this ſhould be true of any, yea, 
of /o many families in this great City; That 
our religion ſhould be confined to publick 


eworſpip ; That we ſhould ſatisfy ourſelves 


with once a week going to church, and, in a 
cuſtomary manner, attending on God's wor- 


Mip there, and all the week behave as if this 
were the utmoſt required of us, is lamentable 
Were this negle& univerſal, I ſhould fear, 
in a little time, even publick zrorſpip would 
be /er aſide too; and fo all appearance of re- 
ligion baniſhed from ee us. 

That this geglect ſhould 


tendency to it. When branches of a prayer- 


leſs family are rran/planted into families of 


their own, the miſchief of bad example is too 
evident: As their fathers did, ſo do they; 
the fn is, as it were, hereby entailed, and the 


neglect propagated. Surely true love and ten- 


der neſꝭ to our poſterity ſhould excite parents to 
Family religion, as the moſt effectual means 
to ſpread religion in the world; agreeable to 


our prayers, if we know what we ſay, when 


Families are 


we beg es are {ec may come. 
and prior to all 


other ſoczerzes : There the 


p of God began, and for ſome time was 
neceſſarily confined to them. But as the world 


- *. 


befriend vice and 
immorality, is no wonder: It has a natural 


ocieties of God's inſtituting, 


= curſes, ridicale all religion, and eſteem this 


FREE "© 7 Men formed themſelves into com- 
munities; and, then publick worſpip tooæ 


place: men then began to call ow the name 


of the Lord; which, I take, was the original 


ol publick worſpip. But ſure it cannot be ima- 


ined, that this ſhould ſuperſede family wor- 
. The great God ſtands related to us in 


every capacity : duty and homage is owing to 


him in every relation. As ſingle perſons, tis 
expreſs d, by ſolitary worſvip ; as families by 
family worſhip ; as communities by publick 
Wor ſ1P. LS i 

In my converſe I have met with but few per- 


ſons, that have „ N the obligation to this 


duty : Men uſually defend or excuſe their 
neglef?, by pleading inability or modeſty. 


As to the firſt, tis with me aſtoniſhing ; ſince 


we live in a day that abounds with Helps of | 
that kind. Numerous are our excellent books. 


F devotion, and eafily procured 2 a willing 


mind ; in which perſons, who choſe tbem, ma 
find forms ſuitable to the principal occaſions of = 
life : and, as for others, by prattice with theſe 
belps, they may ſoon acquire ſach an habit, as 


to enable them, tho? perſons of nean abilities. 


to perform in a manner above contempt; and 
as they have to do with a merciful} God, who 
will make "Apr Allowances, requiring no 
more than he gives; if the heart is u right, 
they may be aſſured, that when they do their 
beſt, tho tis but mean, thre' the interpoſal of 


the great High-prieſt it ſhall find acceptance. 


As for ſhyne /, or falſe modeſty, (for ſo I muſt 
call it) ſhall 4 0 without a 
blufo, affront God Almighty, by oaths and 
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Mall 
the World they are engaged in the oppoſite in- 


e 
Gentleman-like, a point of good breeding ; pro- 
I themſelves, without ame, in the intereſt 


5 of the devil, promoting his kingdom, by e 


ample, entouragement, and influence? And 
proſeſod chriſtians be aſpam' d to tell 


tereſtꝰ that they are on _ ? ſubjetts of 
his R/ngdom ? And that therefore, as families, 
they pay him Somage ? How awful are thoſe 


words of our Lord! —— him that is aſpamed 


of me before men, of him will I be aſhamed 
before my father and his holy angels. | 


"'Cryrazuns, . | 
Suffer me to expoſtulate ! tis not about a 
Fite or ceremony: *Tis whether God Almighty 
Mall be acknowledged by chriſtian proteſtant 


Families : whether family ſins hall be Jament- 


en, and pardon implored : whether family 
mercies ſhall be ſupplicated, and family judg- 
ents deprecated: In a word, whether God 
Mall be 92oned by us for the fountain and ſpring 


— How fri& is our dependance on this great 
and good God ! Is he not our conſtant Bene. 
actor; continually doing us good? does he 
not Joad us with His 1 Þ live we not on 


of all the fri we either have, or want? 


his conſtant over-flowing bounty? is he not 

more to us than all the æworld beſide? Tis 

becauſe his 8 do not fail, that we are 
h 


not conſumed. Should he hut up himſel 


from us, what a derne, would the auh 


erention be to us; without any one 25ʃe, or 


inclined to relieve us Every ching is to us no 


other than what he is pleaſed to make it. He 
ſpreadꝭ our table, and gives us our daily 1 5 
2 5 _ | PT ; : | 2 
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What an aptne 


it will end be world. 


By Bi 
The eaſe, health, content, and quiet 3 
in our families is owing to his benefrence : we 
could have no comfort in our neareſt rela- 

tives; Mall find no faithfulneſs in our 


fſervants and dependants ; bave no 


in our undertakings ; the beſt laid deſign will 


prove abortive and miſchievous, if he wick - 


Ids counſel and hᷣleſſing. There is no ſafery | 


in dur goings out and comings in : a thoufand 


Accidents we and ours are expoſed to, one of 
which may create the greateſt Diſcomfort in our 
families. And what fecurity have we from 
theſe, but in the divine protectian? Tis the 
bleſſing of the Lord makes rich, without 
which the moſt diligent hand can do nothing. 
We may labour and toil all our days, rife up 
early, fit up late, and ear the bread of care- 
fulnefs, and, after all, put our earnings into a 
F © 07 Go OS OUTS Y 5 =. a8 
But with what chriſtian boldneſs may a man 
that comes from family worſhip, having there» 
in asked counſel and bleſſing of” God, engage in 
any lauful buſineſs; and without terror Se 
into a world of ſnares and temptations, having 
put himſelf and family under the protectios 
a powerfal prouience, encouraged by that 
promiſe, he ſhall give his Angels charge con- 
terni ng thee, to eee all hy ways 4 *© 
this practice to make the 
world better? has it not a tendency to promote 
religion in our relatives; and ſo (as to ſome) 
to put an end to that 700 common compluint dx 
anduti ful children, and unfairhful ſervants? 
Religion heartily embrac'd makes perſons bet · 
der in every relation: and if it ends families 
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lies, eſpecially thoſe of per 
* pect do they 


world. What an uncomſortable a 


vield! God being but out, what fills up his 


room? Inſtead of prayer and praiſe, oaths 
and execrarions ; inſtead of reading the ſcrip- 
tures, plays and romances, profane ſongs and 
ballads; inſtead of religious converſe, cards 


and dice; inſtead of order and regularity, re- ba 
wvelling, Juxury and exceſs 5 oftentimes the 


night turn'd into day, and the day into night. 
Of too many families it may be ſaid, they are 
but a Herd of beaſts, living to no higher pur- 
poles than the capacity of a brure would 
anſwer. EY | 

Look into praying families, what order, 


what peace, what enjoyment of themſelves ! 
bow delighting, even to ſtanders- by, to be- 


hold them bowing the knee to Almighty God, 


and morning and evening offering up the daily 


acrifice of prayer and praiſe! It ſeems a 
2 Reſemb 90 


lance of the great family in the 
bliſsful world above, that innumerable com- 
pany of perfected Spirits, that are ever wor- 
ipping before the throne. 3 

s to thoſe who keep up Jay wor ſhip, 
and alſo attend on publick, yet neglect family 
2w0rſp1p ; who, I am.perſuaded, are very few ; 
I would ask them, whether they do not think, 
that their families are more likely to meet with 
God's bleſſing and preſence in publick, when 
with them they have ſeriouſly implored his 
blefling, - than when they have neglected it, 
and ſuffer thoſe under their care to ruſh into 
publick worſhip, without any previous thoughts 
on what they are going about, which family 
| 7 „CC 
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„ 
would probably excite ? Religions Du- 
ties have that dependance one on. another, pab- 
lick on private, and 3 on publick, that 
where either is ſtatedly, or wilfully neglected. 
the other is to little purpoſe attended to. 

1 cannot but think, that the Man that makes 
w1/cience of cloſet religion, cannot find in his 
* rt to ncglect family religion. He that has 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, and that "tis 
good to draw nigh #0 God, will engage in eve- 
ry Duty, wherein that raſte is to be #mprov'd' 
and berghrened. Religion ſeated in the heart, 


ſurely, will be ſes up in the houſe, 


The hopes I have of the ſobriety and piety 


of the rifing generation is confined to praying 


families : from them only can it be rationally. 


= 2 that religion ſhould be abetted, 
= an 


the cauſe of God in the world ſup- 


1 cannot conclude, without a grateful Re- 
mark on the happy poſture of our publick 


'* affairs. We have our religious and civil liberties: 


ſecur d unto us, by law; our king intereſting 


himſelf in the Happineſs of all his ſubjefts. 
Look abroad in the world, where will you find 
a people under our happy circumſtances ? we 


ſeem the envy of all our neighbours. Our Di- 
bles are in our hands; we have liberty to uſe 
them, and underſtand them for our ſelves ; we 
may attend on God's publick worſhip according. - 
70 ot own conſciences; we may fing his 
praiſes, and call on his name in our families, 
in which none can diſturb us without becoming 
criminal. What would our ſuffering brethren 
in France, Piedmont, the Palatinate, and at 


Thorn, give to be in our 1 ph ſtate! Now 


een 
does this deſerve no acknowledgment from us 
and our families? How ba/e and di ſingenious 
to the great God, who has ſo remarkably di- 
ſtenguiſh'd us, and given us the happy pro- 
ſpect of having theſe invaluable bleſſings rran/- 
mitted to our dear poſterity, ſhould we ſtill. 
continue of the number of thoſe families, ht 
call not on his name. 5 | | | 
If any, from a ſenſe of duty, ſhould re- 
ſolve, through divine aſſiſtance, to ſet up, and 
keep up God's worſhip. in their families, it is 
my adviſe, that they be called together as ſoon 
as poſſible in the morning, before buſineſs. 
comes in to divert; and early in the evening, 
before ſleepy hours: and let nothing but ab- 
ſolute neceſſity poſtpone it. With prudence 
and forecaſt this may be eaſily done; and, if 
ou are in earneſt, you will do it: that it oy 
e at ſuch hours, as that, through heavineſs 
it may not be mockery, without the exerciſe 
of the ind and ſoul, which muſt accompany- 
all reaſonable and acceptable ſervice. In order 
to this, I would with ſome warmth, caution 
my fellow-citizens againſt a very pernicious 
practice, both to ſoul and body: I mean clubs 
and appointments. A practice I could with, T7 
were leſs encouraged by ſuch, whoſe character, 
one would think, fhould ſet them out of dan- 
ger of falling into it. There's ſcarcely any thing 
as given a more mortal wound to family re- 
ligion thin this. Oh! the time that is hereby 
waſted ! families negleQed ! God's worſhip 
ſet aſide, or, which is much the ſame, poſt- 
poned to ſleepy hours! A time when perſons 
are unfit for the affairs of life. But this is not 
all the miſchief: the uſual converſation at ſuch 
places of reſort, the temper of ſpirit there ons 


VM bat a low opinion muſt ſuch” perfons have of 


his face. 


(11) 
trated, aſſures me, they are in a high degree 
ſinſul, and ought. to be diſcouraged and avoid 
ed by all, who would with honour ſupport the 


chriſtian character. 


dare appeal to any who frequent ſuch 


places, whether they can reflect on what was 


there ſaid, and done, without ſelf-re 1 
family worſhip ? who for the ſake of ſuch, com- 
any, and ſuch converſation, can ſet it aſide, or 
Fooll it by rendering it mock-ſervice. N 
l have obſerv'd, this practice naturally diverts. 
the mind from what is ſerious, by being ſo ac- 
cuſtomed to what is vain and trifling : the mind 
ſo fill'd with what it laſt convers'd with, that 
there is no room for a ferious thought; that, at 
length, they have turn'd their back upon the: 
concerns of their ſouls, and the eternal world,, 
and it may be, ſtept into he your of the ſtorner.- 
For a perſon to come from ſuch a place, at a 
very late hour, and call his family to prayer 
(this is fact) when himſelf ſcarcely able to utter 
an intelligible word. Horrid inſolence ! What 
notion muſt ſuch a creature form of a divine be- 
ing? Surely, a practice which leads to ſuch a 


profanation, muſt affright every one who would 


pay a due regard to that glorious Being, before 
whom the higheſt angel is repreſented as vailing 


Oh that I had but my wiſh ! that ſome, yea 


many families, may ſet up this delightful and 


gainful practice: this would be a berrer ſecu- 
rity to our many national bleſſings, than 


Wallis or bulwarks, armies or navies : the 


Almighty God himſelf would be our defence, 
and well amongſt. us. And rhrice happy 
is that people whoſe God is the Lord. 
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PareNTs to the pious Educa- 


2 tion of their CHILDREN, Se. | 


t 


have I obſerved the bn ee 
of the rifing generation, from the 
piety of their religious anceſtors. 
Ancient chriſtians are daily re- 
moving out of our world; and 


ſhould there be none to ſucceed them in their 


jety, what an uncomfortable prof muſt 
the RE age yield us! They _ 4. 

igious parents from whom we have 
any rational ground to hope ſor the continu- 
ance of God's preſence among us. But it is 
{ad to obſerve! Few families of figure, but 


\ 171 the moſt afflicting concern 


ſcen- 


have this matter of complaint, religion i» 


EZ EE. Rd. nt os 
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with the JENA ſucceſſion to their eſtates, 


and ſucceſſion to their piety and virtue are ſe, 
parated. "To many, the apprehended conſe- 
aences of this degeneracy is very affecting. 
Muſt it not put the concerned Chriſtian upon 
the enquiry into the cauſes of this melancholy 
proſpett ? And into what can it be more ra- 
tionally reſolved, than the general neglect of 
religious education, or the imprudent manage- 
ment of it. _ 

To lament in words the impiety of the pre- 
ſent age, is mere mockery ; while this means 
of reformation is neglected, or imprudently or 
fuperficially managed. Some there are ſo ſtu. 
pid, as to think they are under no obligation 
at all to this. That while they care for, and 
are tender of their childrens bodies, and ſo- 
licitous, to their power, to provide for the 
future welfare of hem, imagine they diſcharge 
the whole of their duty; and that no more 
is incumbent upon them. As to ſuch, I can- 
not perſuade myſelf they have any religion of 
their own, and deſerve not the character of 
Chriſttan parents, be their pretenfions what 
they will : For they go no further, abating ct- 
vilizing cuſtoms, than the moſt ſavage Indian, 
who in their way, are as tender of, and as ſoli- 
citous for their young ones, as many who ate 
called, and who call themſelves Chriſtians. 

Others there are, who, through imprudence 
and miſmanagement, ſee but little good done; 
and J fear, too often, more hurt than good, 
I would, therefore, endeavour to convince the 
former, of their obligation to this duty of re- 
ligious education; and would aſſiſt the latter, 
in the moſt likely way, ſucceſsfully (with the 

„ G divine 


"T4. 
divine bleſſing) to manage this neceſſary and 
important work; and thereby deliver them 
from the keen reflections of their own mind, 
which will attend the neglect, or miſmanage- 
ment, when they ſtand in fight of the eternal 
world. LT 
The obligation to this duty is ſo ſtrong, that 
it's amazing to me any profeſſed Chriſtians can 
EnJoy one caſy hour, while it is neglected by 
them. | % 3 
Firſt, Almighty God has bound it upon you 
in the moſt expreſs manner. This, I think, 
is the original obligation, founded on the re- 
lation he ſtands in to us as our maker, and 
therefore our law-giver. Ought not a creature 
to be ſubject to the laws of its maker ? Is it 
not a fitting and becoming thing? As he 
gave us our being, and has furniſh'd us 
with noble powers and capacities, which ren- 
der us ſubjeQs of moral government, he 
muſt have the juſteſt claim to our obedience ; 
to withhold it, is rebellion againſt our rightful 
Lord. 5 5 . 
The texts of ſcripture which enjoin it as a 
duty, or which commends the practice, or 
threatens the neglect, are many: I'll men- 
tion but one under each, viz. Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
The words that I command thee, ſhall be in 
thine heart; and thou fhalt teach them dili- 
gently to thy children, ſpeaking of i hem when 
thou ſitteſt in the houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the way, when thou lieſt down, and when 
thou riſeſt be V 
How well pleaſed was God with Abraham 
for this? Gen. xviii. 19. J know Abraham, 
that he will command his children and his 
5 Bouſbold 


8 


Houſhold after him, that they ſpall keep. the 
way of the Lord. | | 


How ſeverely was Eli puniſhed for the neg- 


lect of this duty? who, though a good man 


himſelf, yet his fooliſh tenderneſs of his Sons 
in their impiety, was fo provoking to God, 


that he is left as a ſtanding monument. of the 
diſpleaſure of a jealous God for this omiſ- 


Ho. 
How little power has the authority of this 
tremendous Being, if, after this, you ſtatedly 
live in the omiſſion ? Is his diſpleaſure nothing 
with us? who knows what the anger of a God 
includes in it! Know aſſuredly, he will not 


always ſuffer his rightful authority to be tram- 


pled on. Shall he ſay, Teach and inſtruct thy 
children in the knowledge of me, and of their 
duty to me; be painful with them, make a 
buſineſs of it; lying down and riſing up; 
when fitting in the houſe, and when walking 


= bythe way——— And ſhall we behave toward 


them, as if all that is ſaid in Holy Writ were 
words without a meaning, and we at liberty 
whether we would regard them or no ? Has 
not Almighty God propriety both in us and 
them ? Has he not Kid all ſouls are mine ? 
as the ſoul of the Father, ſo the ſoul of the 
Son is mine. O, endeavour to impreſs your 
minds with a ſenſe of God's authority. Whoſe 
ſhould you be? and whoſe ſhould yours be, 
if not his, who gave both you and them your 
being, and who upholds you in being, and to 
whom you are indebted for your well-be- 


ing, and who will, e'er long, call you to a 


reckoning ? 


BE Secondly, 


3s (16) 
S$/condly, Another obligation you are under 
to the religious education of your children, is 


the ſolemn ordinance of Baptiſm ; wherein, 


if we underſtood what we did, and attended 
to the deſign of its inſtitution, we made a ſur- 
render, and dedication of ourſelves, with our 


little ones, to Almighty God, through the me- 


diation of the bleſſed Jeſus: We therein re- 
cognized his claim to us and ours. vs 
The trifling thoughts that many entertain of 
this ſolemn ordinance, muſt be matter of grief 
to a ſerious mind. It is no wonder at all, 
they have no ſenſe of the obligation they then 
come.under to the reiigious Ke 242 of their 
children, when the e itſelf is looked 
upon as an infignificant ceremony, that de- 
mands no regard from them, though ſubmitted 


ro for faſhion ſake, and as it is the cuſtom of 


the country wherein they live. Indeed, the 


little pains taken by many, whoſe buſineſs it 


is to inſtruct people in the nature of the ordi- 
nance, and what it obliges unto, is one, if not 
the main ſpring of this prophanation. O, how 
ſerious a n it to tranſact in ſo ſolemn a 
manner with t 
For by baptiſm, we, as it were, enter into a 
family Covenant; wherein we inſert the names 
of our young ones, ntenciiing them in the pe- 
culiar care and fayour of God. I think it is 
the duty of them who adminiſter that ordi- 
nance, to poſſeſs the minds of all. concerned 


them its nature, and deſign, with the obliga- 
tion they then come under, to the faithful dil- 


charge of thoſe duties, which by that ſolem- 


nity is bound upon them. 
MST aan How 


e God of heaven and earth! 


* Si 
1 1 
—_ 


that levity of mind, and behaviour, which is 


Were people apprized of the awfulneſs of the 


« ceived it; I would put it into thy hands, 


* proviſion, It is born in thy houſe, would 


charging chat great truſt thou haſt lodged 


r . 
How induſtrious ſhould they be to diſcourage - 


too apparent in moſt, upon ſuch an occaſions 


inſtitution, would they dare to trifle as they 

do ? 1 3 
I think the import of this ſolemn tranſaction 

may be thus repreſented : hens; 


*© Moſt glorious God, in obedience to thy 
command, I do, in the moſt ſerious manners 
acknowledge thy righteous. claim both to 
* me and mine; and would by this ordinance 
bring myſelf under renewed: bonds, to loves 
and fear, and ſerve thee all my days: This 
little one which thou haſt given me, I would 
« devote unto thee, from whom I have res 


6 a 
— 


- 
* 


„and pray that, for the ſake of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, it may be intereſted in thy cavenant- 
< tavour, and ſhare. in thy fatherly care and 


therefore put upon it the badge of thy ſer- 
vants ; deal thou with it as one of thine, 
I engaging by thy help, if thou ſpareſt it 
+ unto me, to bring it up for thee 5 endea- 
** voyring to the utmoſt of my power to in- 
< ſtruct it in the knowledge ” thy wall, that 
it may walk ſo as to pleaſe thee. I engage 
* to watch over it, and pray for it, that it — 
not be a reproach to thy family, into which 
I now enter it; and I will inſtruct it to 
<< pray for itſelf, and thereby acknowledge its 


dependance upon thee, from whom all good. 


% mult come. I engage to do my beſt in diſ- 


«yz 


* 


5 T 38 ) 
in my hand, even the care of an immortaF 
* ſoul ; that it may not, by my neglect, be 
loft for cver. I engage by my own example 
to back my parental in{iruQions, going be- 
“fore it in the way of holineſs, thereby re- 
« commending religion to zhezr practiſe, en- 
* couraging them in every thing that is virtu- 
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i « ous and praiſe-worthy, and diſcouraging ü 
| every thing ſinful and unworthy of the Chri- 
WW * ſtian name. But, becauſe I am an imper-.. 
. * fe Creature myſelf, I will daily implore 
In! de thy help, that I may faithfully make good ME 
. * this my engagement, depending on thy 
ji e blefiing to ſucceed my endeavours ; that fo 
Nt! *© both I, and mine, may rejoice together in 
11. te the day when 7 ſhall be called to an account 
1 © how I have diſcharged the truſt committed | 
4 to me, and they, how they have made good 
"ff * the engagements they then come under 
[i If this be the language of this ſolemn tranſ- 
| 


not under the ſtrongeſt obligation to the reli- 

gious education of their children. Is it no- 
thing, in ſuch a manner, to ſtipulate with the 

God of heaven? Can we think, where this 

duty is neglected, that a juft God will not ani- 

madvert on ſo much treachery, and perfidiouſ- 

neſs, that accompantes it? To dedicate a child 

to Almighty God, with ſuch ſolemnity, beg- * 
ing his bleſſing upon it, engaging to educate 7 
it for him, and never mind it more! What 
chriſtian muſt not. ſhudder at the aſpect ſuch 

1 will have, in fight of a judgment 
. ar 1 a=. - Bs 1 


| action? then ſurely none can ſay, they are 
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3 (619) 8 
Thirdly, Nature obliges to this duty; and, if 
Chriſtians indeed, à renewed nature ſtrengthens 


the obligation. 


Nature obliges you to this. Are they not 
your offspring? the tendereſt part of your- 
ſelves. You have been an inſtrument to bring 
them into a world of ſnares and temptations, 
by which they are greatly expoſed on every 
hand ; and will you do mothing to preſerve 
them from the peril into which you have 
brought them. Lions and Tigers, the moſt 
ſavage of brutes, are tender of their young, 
and will expoſe themſelves to ſcreen them 
from danger: Will you be more ſavage than 
they ? It 1s taken for granted, you believe your 
children have ſouls, and that their ſouls are 
their principal part, and therefore deſerve _ 
principal care and ſolicitude. Now, if all 
your concern be confined to body, and do en- 
tirely terminate in that, without regard to 
their immortal ſouls, you are cruel and unna- 
tural. What would the world ſay of you, 


= ſhould you be anxiouſly ſolicitous to furniſh 


your children with Toys, and Baubles, for 
their amuſement, and, at the ſame time neg- 
lect to provide them with neceſſary fodd ? 
You fay you love them, but you inſtance it in 
nothing more than you do to your horſe, or 
your ſwine. Are you not herein unnatural ? 

ou feed them, and cloth them, and having 
done this, ſatisfy yourſelves as having done the 
whole of your duty; while the immortal 


2 | foul, which muſt be happy or miſerable for 
ever, 1s entirely forgotten, There's as much 


natural affection in the Hotentots to their 
young, as this comes to. Will this be called 
„ 6 love 


＋ 


nne 
Yove to your children, when you come to I 
pear beſore your judge ? It is brutiſh fondneſs, 
P arc your judge 
not rational love; for ſhame, act more be- 
coming reaſonable creatures, or you are a re- 
proach to the rational nature. 8 
Methinks, we ſnould never look on our chil- 
dren but with this thought: Pre 
This child of mine is capable of loving, 
c and ſerving, and enjoying the God that 
ac made it, or will be expoſed to remedileſs 
* miſery : What ſhall I do who am its parent, 
0 to ſecure its happineſs, and prevent its 
« miſery? I love it, and am tender of its 
ee health and comfort; care not what I do to 
provide for its preſent life : But what ſpall 
<« do? What hade I done for the ſafety and 
< happineſs of its immortal foul ? Shall I ſa- 
« tisfy myſelf to ſee it ſecured. (as I think) 
* againſt the evils and uncafinefles of ſickneſs, 
% pain, or poverty? (though very often theſe 
„ exils will befal it, do what I can) But what 
« will become of it, when it has done with a 
« preſent world? What will be its ſtate, when 
it enters upon an endleſs duration? | 
M uſt not natural affections work very ftrong- 
ly, when excited by ſuch thoughts as theſe ? 
Can you love your children, and not compaſſio- 
nate their caſe, as entering on the ſtage of 
life, where they are to at a part? And who/? 
care and concern fhould it be that they act their 
part well, if not the parents? Does not na- 
tural affection plead for this? But then, what 
adds to the obligation is, if you are Chriſtians 
indeed, you are made partakers of a divine na- 
ture. Every nature, by inſtinct, is enclined 
_ to propagate its kind. And this is N | 
} rable 


EA 


table from 2 new nature, Acts xxvi. 29. T 
Abound to God, not ouly thou, but alſo all that 
« hear me this day, were both almoſt, and alto- 

get her ſuch as T am, except theſe bonds. 
There's not a fincere Chriſtian but would 

carry as many to heaven with him as he 
could; his Chriſtianity inclines him to this. 
Were it in his power, the bleſſed Feſus ſhould 


nuot hate one rebellious ſubject, nor the devil 


one willing ſlave. It grieves him to ſee any 
ſubjected to the tyranny of that murderer of 
ſouls, while a Saviour ſtands with open arms 
to receive, and imbrace every repenting, re- 
No, muſt not this principle werk ſtrongly 
in the heart of a pious parent towards his On. 
Ffpring ? Profeſs what we will, if we find not 
our ſouls biafled this way, it is a challenge 
to our Chriftianty. Do I love, and fear, and 
fer ve the God of heaven? and, can I bear 
the thought, any dear to me, and whom I 
love as my own foul, ſhould live in ſtated re- 
bellion againſt him? Do I profeſs to value the 
favour of God more than life ? and ſhall I nor 
do what I can to mtereſt my dear children 
therein? Is this world diſclaimed by me as 
a portion? and fhall I not indeavonr for better 
- proviſion for my children than that can be? 
2 fure there are {ome who know, by expe. 
rience, the powerful workings of this heavenl 
principle. Oh! the thoughts of heart leſt 
. God ſhould be provoked, and religion re- 
proached by any who ſprang from their loins. 
Witneſs Job, Chap. i. ver. 5. Job ſent aud 


ſanctiſed his children, and roſe early, and |} 


" offered burnt-offerings, according to the. num. 
43” D ler 
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ber of them all: for Job ſaid, it may be my 
ſons have ſinned and curſed God in their hearts. 


Thus did Job continually. * 
Let us therefore, this way, give proof of 


our chriſtianity: a concern for the intereſt of 
Gol in the world is all grimace, if we neglect 


thoſe who are under our immediate care. 


Love to God and the Redeemer, is ever at- 


tended with love to the ſouls of men ; there- 
fore, in the firſt place, to thoſe who are our 
deſcendants, £0 4, 2:5 
Now : Can we find in our hearts, to diſpute 
the obligation to this duty? But the more to 


_ enforce it, let me add a few motives, that, if 


E. I may prevail with ſome who have 
itherto neglected it, vigorouſly to ſet about 
the practice of this neceſſary and Important 
work. | 8 EET 
Firſt, You will hereby beſt ſecure to your 
ſelves comfort in your children, May I not 
rationally expect this from a child with whom 
I have been painful in inſtructing it in its 
duty, both to God and man? One os whom I 
have put up many a prayer, and over whom [I 


have kept a conſtant watch; than from one 
whom I have neglected, and never troubled 


myſelf about, any further than to ſupply its 
wan*s, as to body and time? Can you think, 
that a child left to it ſelf, accuſtomed to be in- 
dulged to paſſion and appetite, ſhould con- 
tribute ſo much to your comfort, as one you 
have carefully brought up in the fear of God 
and a ſenſe of the eternal world? 5 
Pious children will be ſenſible, you have in 
the beſt manner inſtanced your love to them, 
by your painſul endeavours to promote their 
N | : e ver- 


« 
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everlaſting happineſs: and this will ſecurd 
their love to you. And what comfort may you 
not expect from a child that loves you, from 
the moſt generous 3 ? How ready will 
they be to aſſiſt and help, wherein you need 
it? How do you hereby engage their prayers 
for you? And in my account, there's a great 


deal in that. For a pious parent to be able to | 


ſay, I have a child who daily prays for me — 
For my own part, I value it at. a high rate. 
A regard to God, and a ſenſe of gratitude, 
will engage them to ſtudy your caſe and com- 
fort. But this you cannot rationally expect 


from a child whom you have neglected. 


| What delight muſt it yield you on the 
borders of the grave, to think your ps | 
deſcendants will be ſerviceable to the intere 


of God in the world, when you are laid in 


the duſt. That religion will live in your fami- 
ly, tho' you die: and tho' death ſeparate you 
from your dear relatives for a time, you have 
hope to meet again in the bliſsful world a- 


bove, and join in the worſhip and ſervice of 


that ſtate; an image of which was your fa- 
Ys when joining in his worſhip here be- 
ow. | 1 

But not ſo, with thoſe parents who live in 


- the neglect of this duty. What have ſuch to 


relieve them under the overwhelming trouble 
that will attend the death of a wicked neg- 
lected child? How keen are the reflections 
when forced to fay—— A child of mine is 


* paſſed into the eternal world, but I was 


« not faithful to it: I did not counſel and ad- 


„ moniſh, I did not pray with it, and for it, 
with that fervency and frequency as be- 


At came 


(24) 5 
ve ome one who knew its danger, and the ac 
* count I had to give of the truſt committed 
* to me. This child, which ſhould have 
* been to me as my own foul, to it have 1 
4c been ſo cruel, as to contribute nothing to 
« prevent its everlaſting miſery. Have you 
no bowels of compaſſion for 'your dear 
ſpring ? If your ftupidity be ſuch, as to mat- 
ter not what becomes of them as to the future 
world, if you can but have the poor fatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing them 2 in this, I muſt 
ſay, you are not the perſons I would addrefs to, 
if you take up with a ſatisfactien fo mean. 
Should it be ſo, do they grow rich and great, 
if they are not pious, their wealth and pro- 
ſperity will but furniſh. more fewel for thei 
Tuſts, and render them capable of doing the 
more miſchief in the world, as all they have 
will be liſted by them in the devil's ſervice; 
and this, long of you. And if you can be 
-caſy under this, you ſeem to have renounced 
all mtereſt in God your ſelves. A melancholy. 
thought! for children to go forth from under 
your roof, under the government of unbridled 
-appetite and paſſions, they Il become peſts to 
— 88 SS 
It is madneſs to imagine, that your beha- 
viour to your children will not be inquir'd in- 
to ; and muſt not the approach of that day of 
. be terrifying ? Conſcience will ſooner 
or later be awaken d; and the terror and tor- 
ment that will occaſion, will be ten thouſand 
times more, than any trouble from your children 
on worldly accounts. Should they, by their vice, 
impoveriſh you; of which there have been a 
multitude of inſtances, . Alas! what is that 
EY FE | to 
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e 
to the ſtings of conſcience, from a ſenſe of 
your neglect? For your own ſakes, therefore, 
be awaken' d: you little think what a weight 


the blood of ſouls will be. O the anguiſh of 


mind this thought will occaſion ! ** An immortal 


ſoul put under my care, by the God of heaven, 


© and which I have, in the moſt folemn man- 
e ner, engaged to bring up in his fear; alas! it 


„% was the leaſt of my care to make it good. 


« I have been as kind to my dogs, and my 


„ ſwine, as to my children. Now my guilt | 
at 


© ſtares me in the face; I fee, tho? too 
their ruin lies at my door}; and ſhould 1 
% miſcarry too, what a terrible meeting will 


© there be with my wicked and” rebellious 


& children in that world of recompence 1 ” 


This (may the child fay to its neg — „ 


rent) © Do I ſuffer through your unfaithful- 


< neſs ; you ſhould have taught and inſtructed 


“% z but you did not: vou ſhould have 
© told me of my danger, and aſſiſted me to 


eſcape it; but you did not, tho* under 


<« the ſtrongeſt engagements to it.“ 
Would you therefore prevent a miſery fo ag 


. grevated; all the difcomfort of a preſent 


world, and the terrors of the next, make con- 
ſcience of this duty- of religious education, © 
Thirldy, You will hereby become publick 
bleſſings. FF e 
A child of yours may be an inſtrument of 


ſupporting and ſpreading religion in the world. 
You know not how extenſive your uſefulneſs 


may be: a pious child, when tranſplanted into 
a family of its own, will, in all Iikelihood, be 
as induſtrious as you have been, to inſtruct 
thoſe who are under ay charge; hereby reli- 


gion 


Rn 
jon will gain ground in the world, and the 
edeemer's kingdom be extended. And who 
that has any love to Jeſus, would not rejoice to 
ſee any of his deſcendants, an inſtrument to 
5 better the world? Love to your dear country 
= calls for this; you hereby aſſiſt to entail a 


* bleſſing on poſterity : the ages to come may be 
5 more virtuous by your means; yea, more pi- | 
ous through the prayers, inſtructions, and ex- 
* ample of your deſcendants. - 5 
* o ſend forth into the world a religious pi- 
os child, is the trueſt patriotiſm, None ſerve 
* their country like ſuch parents. It is vain 
. mockery, to complain of the wickedneſs of 
bo the times, while, by the neglect of education, 
| we do nothing to mend them. But faithfulneſs 


herein is cleanſing the ſpring. Would every 
chriſtian parent engage in this work, we ſhould. 
ſoon diſcern another face on the world; and 
without it, I know not any thing but miracle 
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_  Fourthly, By this you beſt provide for your 
childrens comfort in preſent life: the wile 
man tells us, 20 dom is health to the navel, 
and marrow to the bones, Prov. iii. 8. Vir- 
tue has the advantage of vice, even in this 
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world. . „ e 
What contributes more to the health and -F- 

comfort of life than temperance and ſobriety ? 
The man who has maſtered his appetites. and 
paſſions, i. e. brought them under the govern- 
ment of reaſon and religion, how. much un- 
eaſineſs and torment does he prevent? Where- 
a8 à child, uninſtructed, in him appetite and 
paſſion govern ; it lies at the mercy of impe- 
taous luſts, hurried on only by n 
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what can be hoped for from ſuch an une du- 
cated creature ? 3 
Parents imagine they have provided well 
for their children, if they leave them wealth 
in abundance; and that thereby, they have 
ſecured them againſt all the evils of life; 
whereas it is a ſecurity againſt but one, that of 
poverty, and not always againſt that; for pa- 
rents often, by negle& of pious inſtruction, 
lay a foundation for that luxury and riot that 
ſoon conſumes the largeſt patrimony, or ex- 
poſe children to the intrigues of ſuch who will 
do it for them. How many inſtances have there 
been of this? that a large eſtate has rendered 
an untaught child a prey to the avarice, or luſt 
of a vitious wretch. But ſhould they, by fruga- 
lity and worldly wifdom, improve their pa- 
trimony, and accumulate riches; add houſe to 
houſe, and field to field; yet, alas ! if it be 
an uninſtructed foul in the matters of religion, 
it is deſtitute and naked, poor and blind. 
How affecting a ſight to a ſerious mind, to 
ſee a child, an heir to a great eſtate, through ' 
the neglect of parents, unfurniſhed of thoſe 
pious principles, that only can ſecure a ſoul 
from the ſnares of wealth, and render ſuch a 
perſon a bleſſing to the world. , 
Let me now prevail with my fellow chri- 
ſtians, into whofe hands theſe lines ſhall fall, 
to ſet about this important duty; and do it 
frequently, ſeriouſly, with the moſt tender 
affection, join'd with a parental authority. 
And if indeed you are defirous to ſucceed 
mn it, I would give the following Di- 
rections. il LS, 33 
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1 Firf, Be ſure you are truly pious your 
ſelves. Without this, it will be with a very 


ul grace that you attempt to inſtruct your chil- 
dren in the matters of religion. Your endea- 
vours will want-that warmth and fervour that's 
neceſſary to give them force, 55 


If you behave contrary to the inſtructions 
vou give your children, you have but an in- 


different proſpect of ſucceſs. Vital religion 


governing in the heart and life, will recom- 


mend what you ſay, when you adviſe to no- 
thing but what you practiſe your ſelf; when 


you can tell them from your own experience, 
the delights and pleaſures that are to be found 


in religion's ways; and therefore invite them 
to the ſame experience: this muſt add force 


to the inſtructions you give tem. 
Nothing is more lamentable, than for a pro- 
feſſed chriſtian parent to be a ſtranger to real 
religion ; how uncapable of ſervice to the ſouls 


of bis children? Should he attempt any 


thing, how cold and lifeleſs will thoſe at- 
tempts be? And *tis well, if inſtead of being 


reſpected and honoured, he becomes not the 


ſcorn and contempt of his children ; while he 
profeſſes to endeavour a forming their minds, 


to a liking and proto of that which he likes 
1 


not to practiſe himſelf. And indeed, unleſs 
you are pious your ſelves, you will want a diſ- 

poſition to this duty: for having no concern 
upon you to ſecure the -eterna] happineſs. of 
your own ſouls, you cannot pretend to be 
really concern'd for the ſuuls of your Offspring; 
for you want an inclining principle. Piety, as 
well as charity, ſhould begin at home, _ 
I X's wiſe 


— 


( 29 
wiſe you cannot deal with them as one in ear- 
neſt ; your -words will freeze upon your lips, 
for want of a due ſenſe your ſelf of what you 

- are ſpeaking of to them; When children ſee 
you in earneſt, that it is not for form ſake you 
apply unto them, but from a ſenſe you have 
your ſelves of the importance of the matters 
\ you are inſtructing them in: If this be the 
happy ſtate, it will be a moſt powerful promp- 
ter to the practice of the duty, and will beſt 
direct you in the manner of performance with 
ſucceſs. _ „ 1 
Secondly, Begin with your children betimes, 
you know not how ſoon they are capable of 
inſtruction, Under this head I would princi- 
pally addreſs my ſelf to mothers; they have 
| ſome peculiar advantages for diſcharge of this 
duty. What an honourable teſtimony is borne 
in 2 writ, to the diligence of Louis and 
Eunice, who inſtructed Timothy, when a child, 
out of the holy ſcriptures. 1 
Tour -own tenderneſs of them muſt be a 
mighty ſpur to your faithful diſcharge of this 
duty. Muſt not a child, the fruit of your own 
bowels, which has hung at your breaſt, and 
been dandled on your knee, with which you 
bhave been fo much delighted, powerfully en- 
_ gage you, to endeavour 1t may not be loſt for 
ever? You are dear to your little ones; your 
conſtant preſence with them, and tenderneſs of 
them, has form'd them to a delight in you; 
And will not this give an edge to all your in- 
ſtructions? will it not engage a regard to what 
N00 lay ? Be therefore + in your attempts, 
loſe no time: when you ate diverting your 
ſelves with them, and they cxpreſs a delight 
. | in 
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ble, at ſuch a hearing ? that the language 


(30 

in vou, drop a ſerious word in a manner they 
may underſtand you: direct their eye upward, 
that what you ſay may abide with them all 
r . 
How many perſons, eminently ſerviceable in 
their generation for the honour of God, and 
the good of ſouls, have acknowledged, that 
the firſt ſeeds of piety were ſown by the 
hands of a pious mother. If you ſucceed, you will 
be a publick bleſſing; as being an inſtrument 
of reforming the world: the children unborn, 
may have reaſon to bleſs God for you. I ſay. 
this the rather, for the encouragement of your 
ſex, who, it may be, have too mean an opt- 
nion of your ſelves in the point of religious 
education. How eaſy a thing is it, in the 
midſt of your innocent prattle, to your young 


ones, to drop a word of God and heaven. 
When you give them their food, or any thing 


that's good, and which they love, tell them 
from whom it comes, even from the God of 


heaven, from whom all good comes, c. 


You cannot but ſee how diligent the emiſſa- 
ries. of the devil are, to poiſon and corrupt the 


minds of young ones; and will you be leſs di- 
ligent to arm them againſt their deſtructive 


attempts? How ſtartling 1s it ! that there 


ſhould be found any called chriſtians, who are 


ſo far in a confederacy with the devil, as to 
bring up their children for him. How ſhock- 
ing 1s it, to hear a child who can hardly ſpeak 
plain, liſp out its oaths and curſes, and call 
upon its Maker to damn him? This is true in 
fact. Would it not make a man's fleſh to _ : 
* 
he:L 


a * 


9 


hell ſhould firſt employ the tongue of a reaſon- 
able creature! e e ve me 
Let me then prevail with you mothers, to 
counteract the deſtroyer of ſouls, to do your 
beſt ; that thoſe who ſprang from your bowels, 
and upon whom you have laid out ſo much 
care and tenderneſs, may not be miſerable for 
ever, by your negle&t. E „ 94 
With what attention have I ſeen a child up- 
on the mother's knee, liſten to her ferious 


prattle, and drop by drop have retain'd a ſenſe 
of ſerious things, to my ſurprize. 3 

Were this duty early attended to by the mo- 
ther, it would, in ſome meaſure, make up the 
too great neglect of the other parent; who are 
ready to excuſe themſelves by want of time; 
tho' generally, that | excuſe is a fallacy ; 
time is to be redeem'd, and would be re- 
deem'd, were there a ſenſe of duty, and a 

love to immortal fouls. 11 He 
Thirdly, Secure an intereſt in the affections 
of your children. This is of great moment in 
the diſcharge of this duty. 6 ˖ N SR 
There are ſome principal and neceſſary 
branches of education which can't be carried 
on with ſucceſs, till children are aſſured of the 
tender love of their parents: I mean, the go- 
vernment of their paſſions, the maſtery of their 
appetite. This will occaſion ſome uneafineſs, 
but muſt not be omitted; for without this 
ſelf-government, there will want a foundation 
for piety and virtue. But tho' this may be un- 
grateful | to young ones at preſent, yet, when 
once they are ſatisfied you love them, and 
have wone their love to you, it is incredible 
with what caſe your authority will be ſup- 
9 3k; 7 0 | ported: 
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ported: the leaſt intimation of your will, tho“ 
bat by a nod or a beck, will find a ready com- 


pliance. * 


Render your company delightful to them. 
Carry it with all the tenderneſs and good hu- 


mour poſſible, fat hers provoke not your chil- 


dren to wrath, left they be diſcouraged, Col. 


iii. 31. Keep them not at too great a diſtance. 
Let parental authority be ſupported by a kind 
and affable carriage toward them; for, I be- 
lieve, nothing will ſupport hat like it: a 
moroſe, ſurly behaviour will alienate their 


affections from you. Some parents are of ſo 


unhappy a temper, as to pive their children 
occaſion to queſtion their love to them; and 
when once it is ſo, their inſtructions will be 
with them for nothmg 
but a plain fault, an 


finfu], or that leads to it; and when reproof 
or correction is neceflary, let it be attended 


with the bowels of a parent, and let them 


know it. When once they are brought to de- 


light in your company, what advantage will it 
give you? your will make their 


own way, and even force a regard; but when 


parents preſence carries terror with it, they 


will be eaſier any where, and in any company, 
than in yours. E] ES OE FO: 


When they behave well toward you, en- 


courage them, let them know they pleaſe you, 


and then they will love to pleaſe you ; there- 


by the. ungrateful thing (correction J mean) 
will be needleſs. 45 e 4535 : 
Were parents prudent in the diſtribution of 


their favours to their children, In to 
5 . 33 „ their | 


. 


let not your anger ex- 
ceed its due bounds. Indulge them in nothing 


* 


. 


J 
5 
. 


„ 
their deſerts, it would have a mighty influence 
both on the good and bad. If dutifulneſa 


and ſobriety always entitled a child to di- 


ſtinguiſhed love and favour, dutifulneſs would 
be encouraged, and undutifulneſs ſhamed, 
and daſhed out of countenance. But, alas 
how often have I obſerved, if there be one 
rake in a family, he is a favourite ; and the 
peace and welfare of all beſides, ſhall be 

facrificed to anſwer the demands of his riot 


and debaucheries: What can be more pre- 
poſterous ? | - 3 


Fourtbiy, Accuſtom your children to at- 
tendance upon religious worſhip, both publick 


and private, as ſoon as poſſible, without di- 


ſturbance to your ſelves or others. 


As for family worſhip, let it be ſo managed, 
as that children may not account it an uneafy 
task. I wiſh more wiſdom were exerciſed by 
many pious perſons in this matter. How ma- 


ny are there who render family worſhip a 


burden ? tiering out children and feryants 


with the length. I cannot help thinking, 


that, as this part of worſhip is managed by 
ſome, it were better let alone: ſome youi 


ones ha ve been hereby ſo prejudiced in 4 
religion, as an intollerable yoke, that when 


they come to be their own, (as it's call d) have 


abandon'd it for ever. 


© It's a poſſible thing, by chriſtian prudence, 
ſo to manage the duties of family worſhip as 
to render them delightful ;_ but when through 


weakneſs it becomes a toilſome task, and 


therefore unpleaſant, no wonder children 
endeayour to 3 of it as ſoon as poſſible: 
I fear many a {oul has mon loſt thisway. - 
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(34) ? 
It is the incumbent duty of every chriſtian, 
to ſet religion in the moſt amiable light, eſpe- 
cially to the view of children and ſervants; 
that it may appear in an alluring dreſs, and 
thereby reſcue it from the reproach caſt upon 
it, as a ſour and moroſe thing; and that, 
when embraced by any, they muſt bid adieu 
to chearfulneſs and delight ever aſter. This is 
a falſe report, a vile flander; religion knows 
nothing of ſuch a © temper. It is want of 
religion, or defectiveneſs in it, is the ground 
— / + 423 HRT 
Therefore let parents walk wiſely towards 
their children, keeping this in their eye, as 
one end they purſue, vis. To reconcile them 
to religion as a pleaſant thing. 
Direct and aſſiſt them in their attendance on 
publick worſhip: Awe their minds with a ſenſe 
of the preſence of God there, who obſerves ho 
they behave. Labour to ſet their ends right 
in attendance: encourage their attention. Ex- 
pect, and require ſome account of what they 
a for difference of ca- 
pacity: I cannot think it juſt, to exact from all 
children alike. And be ſure to encourage 
proficiency in knowledge and ſeriouſneſs; for 
Rn nature is of ſuch a make, as to expect 
encouragement from ſuperiors in what they 
do well. e 003% ehe 
Content not your ſelves with their joining 
with you in publick and family worſhip, but 
deal with them in private; the Lord's day 
evening is a proper ſeaſon. How ſerviceable 
will you be hereby, for the promoting the 
ſueceſs of publick miniſtrations? They will 
hereby come to publick worſhip prepared to 
2 a 1 | receive 


CN. 
receive benefit. Talk with them in the moſt. 
familiar manner in language they underſtand, 
ſuited to their age and capacity. By queſtions 
try their judgment, and encourage pertinent 
anſwers; help them out when at a loſs. 
- Fam perſuaded, one principal reaſon of the 
unſuccebfulneſs of the publick miniſtry, is 
'* owing to the Region of family inſtruction. 
Parents throw oft all the work upon miniſters, 
whereas they ſhould be workers together with 
them, and ſo further their ſucceſs.  ' 
« Fifthly, Often incalcate upon your child the 
great and important matters of religion. 
Trouble them not with the peculiarities of 
any particular denomination of chriſt ians; en- 
deavour they may be chriſtians indeed, and 
then you ſufficiently provide for their ſafety 
and comfort. Tell them often of their de- 
pendance on the God who made them; that 
all the good they ever received came from him; 
that all their future wants muſt be ſupplied by 
him: a child of three years old is capable of 
underſtanding this. Tell them they are fin- 
ful creatures, diſaffected to this os God ; 
that they cannot be happy but in his favour ; - 
but that, as ſinners, they are expoſed to his 
J diſpleaſure therefore tell them, of the need 
. they ſtand in of a Saviour to make their peace 
with a provoked God. Tell them who this 
Saviour is; of his ability and readineſs to be 
their Saviour; what he has done for them to 
procure their pardon and acceptance with God. 
Tell them of his ſuitableneſs to their diſtreſ- 
ſed caſe. Explain to them the terms of ac- 
ceptance with God, and eternal life. Ac- 
n nn 40. 2637} Ve. 0-280 07- 3 Ee6 quaint 
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quaint them with what he requires of them, 
in order to their intereſt in the bleſſings their 
merciſul Saviour has purchaſed; and his rea- 
dineſs to help and aſſiſt them to do what he 
requires. Rivet on their mind the neceſſity of 
renewing grace, without which pardon alone 
would not make them happy. Mind them 
therefore of the neceſſity of holineſs, as wat 
only can diſpoſe a ſoul for Bleſſedneſs in the 
heavenly world. Tell them what it is to be 
holy : it is to be devoted to the love, and 
fear, and ſervice of the God of heaven, 
through the mediation of the holy Jeſus. 
And that herein they cannot þut be happy, 
and can be ſo no other way. Often mind 
them, that preſent life is the time, and the 
only time of preparation for an endleſs life be- 
yond the grave. And that the God who now « 
ſees and obſerves them, will be their judge. 
Whatever you do, labour to beget in them 
od thoughts of God. That his pity to a 
oft world inclin'd him to ſend his own Son on 
the kind deſign of ſaying ſinners; and will 
fave them in particular, if they are but willing 
to be ſaved by him. Put them often upon 
prayer to God, aſſiſt them with proper helps, 
of which we have many: Dr. Watts's book of 
prayers no child ſhould be without; wherein 
they will have a help for every occaſion, ſuited 
to their capacity. Tell them they are dying crea- 
tures, live in adying world, and that in a lit- 
tle time God will be a}, and this world no- 
thing. Inſtruct them what dying is, what you 
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| per of mind governs you, This will greatly 
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To die, is to change worlds; a momentary, 


tranſitory world, for an eternal, unchangeable 
one. Or, in other words, To die is, for an 


immortal ſpirit diſlodged from body, to paſs 
into the world of ſpirits, ſtript of all diſguiſe, 


to“ appear at the bar of its omniſcient judge, 
from his mouth to receive a fixing irreverſible ll 


ſentence, either for happineſs or miſery eter- 
nal, according to what it has done in the 
body, whetier good or iI. 

. . Furniſh your children with ſome plain texts 
of ſcripture, ſuch as have the moit immediate 
relation to chriſtian practice; thoſe ſcriptures 
that aſſert the omnipreſence of God, the evil 


and deſert of fin, the worth of a ſoul, the -. | 


ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, the nearneſs 
and certainty of death, with their awful 


iſſues, Sc. A ſew of which I inſert at the 
„ | 


Early check and diſcourage a ſpirit of bi- 
gotry, it has been in all ages the plague of the 
world. Recommend a catholick, that is, a 

oſpel ſpirit. Inſtruct your children in the 
1 and amiableneſs of a generous temper: 
It is truly God- like: A mind that confines 
not its love and regard to a particular ſect or 
party of chriſtians. To whom piety and 
goodneſs is dear, in whomſoever it is diſcern- 
able; that is, above the influence of narrow 
contracted principles. Inſtead of attaching 


your children to a party, labour firenuoutly 


to poſſeſs them of a hearty love to all chri- 


ſtians, as ſuch, whatever denomination they 


go under, and let them obſerve, ſuch a tem- 


cighten their ee and render them 
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4 credit to the religion of Jeſus, which en- 
Joins, and fixes this as the character of the 
diſciples of that heavenly maſter. To this 
end, often mind them of the great ſtreſs the 
goſpel lays upon this frame of mind ; for love 
to God and man, is the very life and ſoul of 
chriſtianity, Tell them, that all who fear 
God and work righteouſneſs, are accepted of 
him: That all pious perſons are the children 
of God, and heirs of heaven : That nothing 
is ſo truly amiable as holineſs ; for it is God- 
likeneſs, and wherever that is diſcernable in 
I any, ſuch a one 1s a truly excellent perſon, as 
having an excellent ſpirit, tho' he worſhip 
Bod in a different manner from us, and 
be his circumſtances in the world ever ſo 
m5. OD nb 
Take ſpecial care of your childrens com- 
panions and aſſociates. Be cautious who you 
entertain as ſervants. A pious ſervant is an in- 
valuable bleſſing; ſuch a one has been an in- 
ſtrument of real good to children, even when 
parents have been negligent, much more will 
they be ſerviceable when parents are faithful. 
Endeavour all about your children are friends 
to religion, at leaſt, that none are declared e- 
nemies. A neglect of this has been the bane of 
many a hopetul young one, notwithſtanding 
the endeavours of a pious. parent. Ee 
Next to their company look to the books 
they read; furniſh. them with ſuch as are 
uſeful, ſuited to their genius and capacity; 
and keep, them from ſuch as are hurtful. 
Without care, their ſouls may be poiſoned this 
way. Books have an equal influence with 
company tor the forming both the mind and 
6 | x : — man- 
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manners. Eſpecially recommend to them the 
daily reading of, the. holy ſcriptures, whick 
will make them wiſe unto ſalvation ; and in 
this be your ſelves their pattern. -—_ 

When about to ſend them forth into the 
world, ſtudy their genius; ſuit their employ- 
ment to it ; which will heighten their uſeful 
neſs, and render them eaſy. Many a good 
genius is ſpoiled for want of this, either by 
placing them too high wao might be very 
uſeful in a lower ftation, or placing them too 
tow, when their capacity and inclination ſuited 
them to an higher one. But be ſure your 
main concern be to place them where there 
are the feweſt ſnares, and the greateſt helps 
for their ſouls, Let not any worldly confi- 
_ deration tempt you to over-look this. Re- 
member, the ſoul is precious, and nothing is 
valuable but in proportion to its ſerviceableneſs 
unto that. It has grieved me to ſee the 
hazard children have been expoſed: unto, in 
aliandes made through the avarice of a pa- 
rent. I cannot but call that man's chriſtianity 
into queſtion, be his profeſſion what it will, 
who in the diſpoſal of his children any way, 
confines his regard to worldly conſiderations. 
The diſappointments ſuch perſons have met 
with, even jn what they principally aim'd at, 
muſt needs be afflicting in a ſerious hour, 
The juſt God often pours contempt on thoſe 
who contemn him: In this, as well as in 
other inſtances, it has been found. They 
who honour God, he will honour ; but 
they who deſpiſe him, ihall be lightly e- 
ſeemed. „5 „„ 
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ſence of your children. 


(40) 


Watch over your own behaviour in the pre- 


Its example muſt 
give force to your inſtructions. Let nothing 
be ſaid or done by you, to make them think 
you are not in earneſt. Walk within your 
houſe in a perfect way. How deſective are 
many herein? They keep not that watch over 
their lips as they ought, are too much off 
their guard-; and children are obſervant, they 
more eaſi ly take in what is bad, than what 1s 
good. Let them not hear a word from your 
mouth, nor a practice in your walk which you 
reprove in them. In this ſenſe, reverence your 
— RT 3 | . 

Finally, To all add fervent prayer to God, 
for his bleſſing on your endeavours. Never 
bow the knee to your Father in heaven, 
but bear your children on your heart. Be as 


| er as you will with them, tis the divine 


leſſing muſt render all ſucceſsful ;, he muſt 
ve a teachable mind, and open the ear to 
iſeipline; from him they muſt receive under- 


| ſtanding, and become willing to receive in- 


ſtruction. To this God, therefore, let your 
eye be frequently directed. And not only 
pray for them, but pray with them, you and 


them alone; in the moſt ſerious and affecti- 


onate manner, recommend them $0 the pecu- 
liar care and favour of their father in heaven; 
plead: his promiſe, your own ſolemn dedica- 
tion of them to his ſervice ; above all, plead 
the merits of the redeemer, who, when in our: 
world, maniſeſted ſo tender a regard to young 


ones. How much have you to encourage you 


to this? You ask a bleſſing which mult be 


well pleaſing to God, when you pray that your 


children | 


(41). GY 
children may become his faithful ſervants ; 
that they may be inſtruments of honourin 
him in the world; that they may love and 
fear the God who made them, and the Jeſus 
who redeemed them. m 8 
1 cannot omit one conſideration which, I 
think, 1s of force to incline you to a diſcharge 
of this duty, namely, 55 
You may educate your children. They are 
not violently torn from you and hurried into 
monaſteries and nunneries, to be brought upin 
an idolatrous religion; as is the caſe of many 
of our proteſtant brethren in a neighbouring 
kingdom. Let but any tender pious parent 
ſuggeſt to himſelf, what the workings of his 
mind muſt be under ſo overwhelming an 


affliction. | 


I would ſay a few words-on the behalf of 
poor ſervants who are a truſt, and their ſouls 
immortal as your own. or children's. Surely, 

no pious maſter can be ſo cruel as not to allow 

them time to provide for an eternal world. 
Exact not ſo much from them as ſhall ſo fill 
up their time, that, when your work is done, 
they have no ſpirit or ability to think of their 
moſt important concerns, or ask their ſouls 
how they do. If on the week-day this ſhould 
be their unhappy caſe, yet the Lord's-day, one 
would think, might be allowed for this neceſ- 
ſary work. Make conſcience of aſſiſting them 
by inſtruction; think it not beneath yo: 
Furniſh them with proper helps, and encou- 
rage them in the uſe of them. 5 
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Let me now addreſs my ſelf to the children 


of pivus parents, who have been ſo happy as 
to enjoy the advantage of a religious education. 

Have regard to * concern of r tender 
n for you. Believe it is from the trueſt 
ove, they are ſolicitous about you. Attend to 
their inſtructions, ſabmit to their reproofs, be 
their comfort and joy in being kind to your 
felves : A moſt reaſonable requeſt ! Little 
know you of the importunate prayers they have 
put up for you in their moſt tender hours, in 
their private corners. How have they melted 
in the preſence of God, when ſupplicating 
his blefling upon you, their dear offspring! 
Their retirements can witneſs, that their 


Heart's deſire and prayer for you is, that you 


may be ſanctified and ſaved. What would 
they do? what would they not do (in their 
power) could they but ſecure you for the fu- 
ture happy world ? Have compaſſion on them, 
. N them not of the comfort of ſeeing you 
walk in wiſdom's ways. This is the requital 
they expect from you for their tenderneſs and 


care, and will you refuſe them that, eſpecially 


fince your 023 comfort and ſafety, both living | 
and dying, can be ſecured no other way? 
The . prayers and tears of pious parents will 


be a bitter ingredient, in your miſery, if you 


miſcarry. The children of the kingdom (and 
ſuch are you) ſhall be caſt into outer darkneſs. 
Imitate your parents good example; ſtand up 


for God and Religion in the world, be not 
aſhamed to make good your baptiſmal engage- 
ments; expect, in ſo doing, a bleſſed return 


in anfwer to their many prayers for you. Cut 


not off the entail of covenant bleſſings, that 


Sp | the 


LABT - on 
the God of your parents may be your God, 
and your guide and portion for ever. And 
then, ſhould you live to old age, you will 
wear that moſt honourable character, an old 
_ diſciple. A. 0; „ 
Oh! that miniſters were inclined to a greater 
concern. for the eternal welfare of the riſing 
generation. May their publick miniſtrations, 
and their private viſits, be under the influence 
of love to the ſouls of young ones. A kind 
and ſerious word about the concernments of an 
everlaſting duration, might be of abiding ſer- 
vice. May Almighty God 1ncline the hearts of 
all to labour in this pious work to the utmolt 
of their talents and opportunities, that there 
may be hope the intereſt of the Redeemer may 
be ſupported and flouriſh in this lower world, 


till time ſhall be no more. 
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COLLECTION, 
OF SOME 
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Texts of Scr1eTURE 


* 


For FE Uſe of 
E H ET D R E N, 5 
Tending 85 
To form their Minds, and. regulate 
their Practice, with which their 
Memory may be charged, without 
Burden. | =” % 


HOU Go 1. me ?. 
The eyes of the Lord are upon the Way of 
man, and be ſees all his goings . 
T here's no drkneſ or ſhadow of death, 
*vhere the workers of iniquity may hide them © 


hoes © [from the eye of God] 


b Job xxxir. 21, © © ver. 22. 


The 


(45) 


The eyes of the Lord are upon the rigbte- 


ous ; but the face of the Lord is againſt them 
that do evil ©. 5 

T he ay, of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord e. . 75 | 


Type fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom ; to 


depart from evil, that is underſtanding f. 


7 he fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wiſdom ; a good underſtanding have all they 


that Reop his commandments s. 
Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord; 

but he that ſpeaketh truly is his delight n. 
What will it profir a man to gain the 

world and boſe his ſoul t What ſhall a man 

give in exchange for his ſoul '? 7 

My Son, if ſinners entice 
. : 


God is angry with the wicked every day i. 


He that fins againſt God wrongs his own 


. 1 
Fools they are who make a mock of ſin n. 

He that walketh with wiſe. men, ſpall be 
avi/e ; hut a companion of fools Hall be de- 
ſcrayed o. | | 


My Son, know thou the God of thy Father, 


and ſerve him with an upright heart and 4 


willing mind: If thou ſeek him he will be 


found of thee, but if thou forſake him he will 
caſt thee off for ever b. 5 


4 POL rie 1, 66 Prov. ill, 21. 
XXVili. 28. s Pſal. xi. 10. h Prov, xii. 22, 
i Matt. xvi. 26. * Prov. i. to. I Pſal. vii. 11. 
m Prov. viii. 36. © Id, xiv. 9. [Id. zii. 20. 
P 1 Chron, xxviii, 9. | | 


thee, conſent thou 
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(46) 
De not wiſe in your own cenceit a. 
Hit be poſſible, as much as in you lieth, live 
peaceably - With all men. 5 
Except a man be born again he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of G. 
God 1 loved the world that he gave his only 


begotten Son, that whoſcever believeth in him 


Pould not perifh, but have everlaſting liſe. 
God ſent not his Son into ile world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world rough 8 
Him might be ſaved 5 *. 
This is life eternal, to know the only true 
God, and eſis Chriſt whom he hath ſent *. 
Children obey your parents in 7he Lord, 
for this is right v. 
Chil ren obey your parents in all rbings, 
for this is well pleaſing to God *. x 
It is appointed for all men once to die, and = * 
after death rhe judgment. 
It is a fearful KF 70 fall into the hangs of 
4 angry God“. g 


5 Rom. xii. 16. : Ver. 18. John 1.3. 
TR ↄ 1d. 17. -* Chap. xvii. 35 y Eph. 
vi. 1. * Colof, iii. 10. Feb, ix. 7. Id, K. 31. 
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> 8 Short P RAY ER for a 
JC 


4 OST great and glorious Lord God, 
| my maker, owner, and conſtant bene. 
factor; and who alone can be my ever- 1 
laſting portion. I, a poor child! would throw 1 
myſelt at thy feet, and implore thy bleſſing. 
Bleſs me, O my heavenly Father. As young 
as I am, I conteſs I have done enough to undo 
me for ever: but I read in thy word, thou art j 
a merciful God ; who, for the ſake of tay 
Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, art willing to par- 0 
don ſuch a one as I. For his ſake I beg thou 
would'ſt pardon, all my fins, and receive me 
into thy favour, May thy Holy Spirit, who is 
-& the ſanRifier of ſouls, heal my diftempered 
: heart: May he change its old biaſs, and in- 
cline me to love thee, and fear and ſerve thee 
all my days: May Satan be diſpoſſoſſed of this 
heart of mine betimes. Suffer him not to in- 
flave me by any childiſh folly, or youthful 
tufl. Keep me from the ſnares to which my 
age expoſes me; and from thoſe tins to which 
1 am inclined. Be thou my keeper; I put 
myſelf into thy hands, O my heavenly WN } 
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ſtruct them to inſtrutt me. May 


6 


May 1 do nothing to forfeit thy protection. 


Preſerve me from all danger; keep me from 
every evil; let no temptation to fin againft 


thee be too hard for me; may I be in thy 


fear continually. Bleſs my dear 1 in- 
| be willing 
and apt to learn. Hear their prayers for me, 


ſucceed all their inſtructions. Never let me 
forget, thou God ſeeſt me, where-ever I am, 
a 


whatever-l do. As I grow in Years, may 
I grow in my conformity to thy holy image, 
and become more devoted to thy fear and ſer- 
vice ; that when I die, I may be happy in the 
enjoyment of thee, in the holy world above, 


through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord and Saviour. 


Amen. 


(49) 
22 82 a clara coco 282 


A 


Morning Pray E R for a 


FAMILY. 


great creator of heaven and earth, and 


() Almighty. and eternal Lord God! the 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ! Look down from heaven with pity and 
compaſſion upon thy ſervants, who humbly caſt 


ourſclves before thee, in a great ſenſe of thy 


mercies and our own miſery. 
There 1s an infinite diſtance between thy 
glorious majeſty, and us thy creatures, the 


work of thy hands: Between thy infinite 


power, and our weakneſs; thy wiſdom, and 
our folly ; thy eternal being, and our mortal 
frame. | 7 ee 

But, Lord, we have ſet ourſelves in a ftate 
of oppoſition to thee by our fin and wicked- 


neſs. We humbly acknowledge the corrup- 


tion of our nature, and the many rebellions 


of our lives. We have finned againſt heaven 


and before thee, in thought, word, and deed. 
We have been prophane contemners of thy 
majeſty, and of thy holy laws. 


We have alſo finned againſt our brother, 


and our own ſouls, by omitting what we ought 


to have done, and committing what we ought 


not... 
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(5) 
not. We have rebelled againſt light, deſpiſed 
thy mercies and thy judgments, broken our 


own vows and promiſes, neglected the means 


of grace, and opportunities of becoming better. 
Our iniquities are multiplied, and our fins are 
very great. | | . 


= 


We confeſs them, O Lord, with ſhame and 
ſorrow, with deteſtation and Joathing. We 


are vile in our own eyes, as we have rendered 


ourſelves vile in thine. We pray thee to be 
merciful to us in the free pardon of our fins, 


for the ſake of thy dear Son, and our Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt ; who came not to call the righte- 
ous, but finners to repentance. | "7 

And we pray thee to renew our natures, and 
to write thy laws upon our hearts. Help us to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this 
preſent world. Make us humble and meek, 


patient and contented ; and work in us all the 
2 of thy Holy Spirit. Preſerve in us a 


enſe of our dependance upon thee, and of 
our great obligations to thee. Help us, that 


we may love thee with all our heart, and that 


we may univerſally obey, and chearfully ſub- 
mit to thy Holy Will. Save and defend us 
from all fin and danger, from malice and ill- 
will, from covetouſneſs and ſenſuality, from 
pride and vanity, and from all the. deceits of 


the world, the crafts of the devil, and the luſts 
of the fleſh. 15 


Direct us, O Lord, in all our difficulties, 


ſupply our wants, ſupport us under our troubles, 
enable us againſt our temptations, proſper our 
honeſt endeavours, and above all things purity 


and cleanſe our thoughts. Prepare us tor death 
and judgment, and let the thoughts thereof 


awaken 


LY 


«a. 


ny 
awaken us to a great care and ftudy te approve 
ourſelves unto thee in well- doing. 
Bleſs thy whole Church every where, and 
theſe kingdoms to which we belong. Blefs 
and protect all ſtates and princes of the re- 
tormed proteſtant religion. And bleſs with 
thy choiceſt bleſſings our ſovereign Lord the [ 
King; defend him from all his enemies; let 
his days be many, and his reign proſperous | 
Bleſs him in his royal relations, ia his counſel- 
lors and in his counſels. Bleſs all the mini- 
ſters and teachers of thy goſpel, grant them 
ſuch a meaſure of thy grace and divine wiſ- i 
dom, that they may, by their doctrine, and by 
their example, gain many ſouls unto thee. 
Help all that are in trouble, ſorrow, need, 
fickneſs, or any other. adverſity» Give them 
patience under their troubles, a ſanctiſied uſe 
of them, and in thy good time a deliverance 
from them „„ | | 
Be kind and gracious to our friends, and for- 4 
give our enemies. Accept of our humble ac- 
knowledgment, for thy preſervation of us the 
laft night, and for all thy mercies to us. And 
we pray thee take us into thy protection this I 
day, and keep us both in outward and inward 
peace; and all we beg for the ſake of Jelus | 
Chrift, who hath taught us to ſay, Our Fa- 1 
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Evening P RAI E R for a 
FAMILx. J 


FX OST gracious and merciful Lord 
Ged, from whom deſcends every good 
— and perfect gift, and our moſt merci- 
ful Father in Jeſus Chrift, we offer up unto 4e. 
thy divine majeſty our unfeigned praiſe ane 
thankſgiving, for all thy mercies toward us. 
Thon didſt make us at firſt, and haſt ever ſince 
ſuſtained the work of thy own hands. Thou 
haſt given us thy Son to die for us, and haſt 
admitted us into thy church, and given us aſſu- 
rance of pardon upon our repentance and fin- 
cere obedience to thy holy precepts. Thou art 
pleaſed to lengthen out to us the time of re- 
ntance, and to move us to it by thy word, 
and by thy ſpirit ; by thy mercies, and by thy 
judgments. 33 
Out of a deep ſenſe of thy mercies, and 
our own unworthineſs, we appear before thee 
at this time: We are aſhamed of our vile in- 
gratitude; we have finned, and done very 
wickedly. Be merciful to us, O Lord, and 
pardon us for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, | 8 
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Inſtruct as, O Lord, in all the particulars of 


our duty, and give us true wiſdom, who haſt 
promiſed to give wiſdom and upbraideft not ; 
be with us under every trial and temptation, 


and ſuffer us not to be tempted above what we 
are able to bear. 4 ST 


Take care, we pray thee, of our affairs, and 


more and more direct us iuto thy truth. De- 
fend us againſt all our enemies, but eſpecially 


againſt our ſpiritual ones. Suffer us not to be 


drawn away from thee by the blandiſhments of 
the world, by carnal defires, by the cunning of 


the devil, or the deceitfulneſs of fin. 


Work in us thy good-will and pleaſure, and 
_ diſcharge our minds of all things that are diſ- 
pleaſing unto thee ; of all ill-will and diſcon- 


tent, wrath and bitterneſs, pride and vain con- 


ceit of our ſelves, with all filthineſs and ſu 


fluity of naughtineſs; and render us charitable, 
holy, J 
minded. | 


Be with us at the hour of death, diſpoſe us 
for it, and deliver us from the ſlayith fear of 


it ; and make us all willing, and fit to die, 


when ever thou ſhalt call us hence. 


Bleſs, O Lord, all the race of mankind, let 


the world be filled with the knowledge of thee - 
and thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, as the waters cover 


the ſea. Be gracious to thy whole church, and 
eſpecially to that part of it planted in theſe 


kingdoms. 


Bleſs the king's majeſty, and let his crown 
floariſh upon his head; and let no weapon 


form'd againſt him proſper, Blefs all his rela- 
| tions, and teach his counſellors and ſenators . 
_ wiſdom. And bleſs all the faithful Minifters © 
LE. JC of 


ure in heart, patient and heavenly 
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4. | 
I of thy goſpel, and teachers of thy church ; : 


make them ſucceſsful in their labours, and 
grant them daily to confider the account they 
muſt one day give. Pity the fick and weak, 
the poor and needy, the widows and father- 


leſs, and all that mourn and are broken in 


heart > Be merciful to them according to their 
ſeveral neceſſities. 

\ Bleſs our friends, and grant us grace to for- 
give our enemies, as heartily as we deſire for- 
gigenela of thee, our heavenly father. 

e pray thee to defend us this night from 
every thing that is evil; and do more for us 
than we can ask or think, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake; in whoſe name and words we continue to 
Pray. Our Father, &c. 
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